
From Galleries to Gardens  
The Best of Renaissance Florence

April 28 – May 6, 2019

Featuring Study Leader Molly Bourne ’87, Professor of Art History and Coordinator  
of the Master’s Program in Renaissance Art at Syracuse University Florence

Alumni Travel Study 



Immerse yourself in the tranquil, elegant beauty  
of Italy’s grandest gardens and noble estates. 
Discover the beauty, drama, and creativity of the Italian Renaissance by 
spending a week in Florence—the “Cradle of the Renaissance”—with fellow 
Williams College alumni. In addition to a dazzling array of special openings, 
invitations into private homes, and splendid feasts of Tuscan cuisine, this tour 
offers the academic leadership of Molly Bourne (Williams Class of ’87), art 
history professor at Syracuse University Florence. From the early innovations 
of Giotto, Brunelleschi, and Masaccio to the grand accomplishments of 
Michelangelo, our itinerary will uncover the very best of Florence’s Renaissance 
treasury. Outside of Florence, excursions to delightful Siena and along the Piero 
della Francesca trail will provide perspectives on the rise of the Renaissance 
in Tuscany. But the program is not merely an art seminar—interactions with 
local food and wine experts, lunches inside beautiful private homes, meanders 
through stunning private gardens, and meetings with traditional artisans will 
complement this unforgettable journey.

Study Leader
MOLLY BOURNE (BA Williams ’87; PhD Harvard ’98) has 
taught art history at Syracuse University Florence since 
1999, where she is also Coordinator of their Master’s 
Program in Renaissance Art History. A member of the 
Accademia Nazionale Virgiliana, she has also served as 
project researcher for the Medici Archive Project and held a 
fellowship at Villa I Tatti, the Harvard Center for Renaissance 
Studies. A specialist in the cultural histories of Florence and 
Mantua, Molly has published articles on artistic patronage, 

villas and gardens, exotic fashion, map collecting and cartographic cycles, 
popular devotion, the history of sexuality, and the economics of information at 
the Gonzaga court, as well as on cultural exchanges between Mantua, Medici 
Florence, the Ottoman court, and Spain. Her book, Francesco II Gonzaga: The 
Soldier-Prince As Patron, was published by Bulzoni in 2008.



Tour Highlights 
• Tour historic palaces and private 

garden estates that are opened 
specially for Williams alumni.

• Enter art restoration labs and artisan 
studios for demonstrations exclusively 
offered to our group. Learn more about 
the techniques and skills used to 
restore and replicate historic artworks.

• Partake in an authentic Tuscan food, 
olive oil, and wine experience before a 
feast of traditional dishes.

• Gain access to two private homes 
in the hill town of Siena: enjoy a 
reception with a Sienese noblewoman 
in her splendid 15th-century palace 
surrounded by frescoes by prolific artist 
Domenico Beccafumi and lunch with a 
noblewoman from a historic aristocratic 
family of Siena who is notably the first-
ever female captain of a contrada.

• Enjoy an elegant aperitivo on a rooftop 
terrace overlooking the towers of 
Florence at sunset.

Accommodations
Sister hotels L’Orologio and Santa Maria 
Novella are conveniently located adjacent 
to each other in the heart of Florence, 
overlooking the Piazza Santa Maria Novella, 
one of the oldest squares in the city. 
These high-end four star hotels are the 
pictures of chic, yet charming, elegance. 
The sleek Hotel L’Orologio boasts 55 
rooms dedicated to original artworks, 
finished in fine leather and velvet fabrics. 
Rooms at the Hotel Santa Maria Novella 
are decorated with detailed brocades and 
romantic canopies reminiscent of baroque 
palace interiors. Each hotel is constructed 
from the finest materials, from mahogany 
floors to marble countertops. In addition 
to their extensive fitness areas and sauna 
spaces, the hotels feature cozy reading 
rooms, elegant lounges, and spectacular 
rooftop terrazze overlooking the city’s 
famous Duomo, the Church of Santa Maria 
Novella, and the Florentine hillside. Our 
group will stay in spacious Superior Double 
Rooms with classic furnishings and modern 
fixtures. The possibility to upgrade to 
deluxe, junior suite, suite, or rooftop terrace 
suite is available upon registration. WiFi is 
complimentary throughout both hotels.

Florence Sunset / Maëlick

Hotel L’Orologio Hotel Santa Maria Novella



SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2019 

Depart from the U.S. 
Depart on independent flights, arriving at Florence Peretola Airport (FLR) 
the following morning.

MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2019 

Grand Arrivals in Florence
Arrive at Florence Peretola Airport and transfer independently to the 
upscale four-star Hotel L’Orologio or Hotel Santa Maria Novella, with an 
ideal central location overlooking Florence’s premiere Dominican church, 
Santa Maria Novella. An afternoon walking tour will provide orientation 
to the neighborhood, stopping by sublime examples of Florentine 
Renaissance architecture—the Palazzo Antinori, the Palazzo Strozzi, and 
the church of Santa Trinità with its colorful frescoes by Ghirlandaio. Our 
walk comes to a close with a relaxing aperitivo on a terrace overlooking 
the spires and domes of Florence. Tonight we gather for a welcome dinner 
at an authentic Florentine restaurant.

Includes Dinner

TUESDAY, APRIL 30, 2019  

The Majesty of the Renaissance  
Our day begins with a lecture by Professor and Williams alumna Molly 
Bourne, preparing us for the countless wonders we will encounter over 
the next week. Our first visit is at the often-overlooked Opificio delle 
Pietre Dure, the workshop and public institute of the Italian Ministry for 
Cultural Heritage that displays an astounding collection of historic works 
of the beautiful polished stone, pietra dura, a specialty of Medici Florence. 
Here the sculptural restoration laboratory will be opened specially for us 
for a look at the painstaking scientific process of cleaning and restoring 
500-year-old stone and metalwork. Next door is the Accademia Gallery, 
where we will visit Michelangelo’s awe-inspiring David. After free time 
for lunch, we spend the afternoon exploring the treasures of Florence’s 
Cathedral complex, learning the amazing details behind Brunelleschi’s 
dome and visiting the newly opened Museum of the Duomo, with its 
stunning installations of artwork tied to this important monument, 
including Michelangelo’s Florence Pietà. In the late afternoon, head 
to a private venue in the old city for a special interactive tasting and 
demonstration of traditional Tuscan foods, oil, and wine, followed by a 
dinner featuring local cuisine. 

Includes Breakfast, Reception, and Dinner

Itinerary
This custom travel program has been created uniquely for Williams College Alumni.

Photos (from top): Florence Duomo / Basilica of Santa Maria del Fiore (Adam Smok), Michelangelo’s David in the 
Accademia, and a detail of Ghiberti’s Story of Joseph panel from Ghiberti’s “Gates of Paradise” for the Florence 
Baptistery (Daniel Ventura).



WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2019   

On the Trail of Piero della Francesca 
Heading southeast from Florence, we immerse ourselves today in the 
early Renaissance, hopping between attractive provincial towns and cities 
that preserve original works by Piero della Francesca, one of the first 
masters of perspective in the Italian Renaissance. Start in Sansepolcro, 
Piero’s hometown, where his Resurrection and Misericordia polyptych are 
absolute masterpieces. In the next village, Monterchi, lies an even more 
dramatic Piero painting—the Madonna del Parto—a rare and powerful 
image of the pregnant Madonna. After a stop for a lunch featuring 
handmade pasta at a charming country estate, we continue to lively 
Arezzo, where our focus will be Piero’s amazing Legend of the True Cross 
fresco cycle, unbelievably complex, but of pure Renaissance aesthetic. On 
our way back into Florence, we stop at the famous Piazzale Michelangelo 
for its unforgettable view over the city of Florence at sunset. Dinner is 
independent tonight.

Includes Breakfast and Lunch 

THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2019  

An Insider’s Look at Florence 
Begin the day with another special lecture by Professor Bourne. Today we 
walk the western half of Florence’s historic core, stopping at some of the 
city’s lesser-known beauties. Next to our hotel is the remarkable Santa 
Maria Novella church, with its multiple masterpieces by Giotto, Masaccio, 
and Ghirlandaio. Also worth a visit is the historic pharmacy attached to 
Santa Maria Novella, with its ancient ceramic wares and much-sought-
after unguents, soaps, and oils. Closer to the Arno is the small Church 
of the Ognissanti, where we will view two important frescoes: Botticelli’s 
Saint Augustine in his Study and Domenico Ghirlandaio’s Saint Jerome. 
Break for a salad and pasta lunch at a neighborhood café, then cross 
the Arno to discover two more treasures. The dramatic frescoes of the 
Brancacci Chapel by Masolino and his student Masaccio redefined 
painting in early Renaissance Florence, and we will get an up-close look. 
Not far away is the atmospheric Antico Setificio Fiorentino, where skilled 
artisans use traditional methods and machinery to create valuable silk 
pieces. We will meet the artisans and learn about the critical importance of 
textiles to the Florentine Renaissance. Our final stop is at a lovely private 
16th-century home that also boasts a well-preserved Baroque garden. The 
owner is our special hostess and will offer a reception in our honor. 

Includes Breakfast, Lunch, and Reception

FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2019   

Siena: Back to the Golden Middle Age
Siena seems to exist on an entirely different plane than Florence—still 
clinging to its splendid medieval golden age, still stuck—magnificently—
in the 14th century. Florence’s greatest rival during the city’s rise to the 
Renaissance, Siena is a fascinating counterpoint, a beautiful city in its own 
right, but a place where the Renaissance never quite caught on. Our expert 
guide will explain to us the stories behind the artistic glories of the Palazzo 
Pubblico city hall, including the famous Allegories of Good and Bad 
Government by Ambrogio Lorenzetti. A renowned local noblewoman and 

Photos (from top): Detail of the Legend of the True Cross by Piero della Francesca, private villa and gardens in Florence, 
and Allegory of the Good Government (detail) by Ambrogio Lorenzetti in Palazzo Pubblico.



former captain of her contrada will welcome us into her delightful home for 
a delicious luncheon. In the afternoon, we will admire Siena’s soaring black-
and-white-striped Duomo, the enormous Maestà altarpiece by Duccio, and 
the sculptural masterpieces in the Baptistery. Across the street, another 
gorgeous private home will be opened just for us, and the owner will explain 
the beautiful frescoes by Sienese mannerist master Beccafumi that cover 
her dining room. We return to Florence for an evening at leisure.

Includes Breakfast and Lunch

SATURDAY, MAY 4, 2019  

Between Art & Gardens  
in & around Florence
Start with a before-hours entrance to the Uffizi Gallery for the first of 
two visits on consecutive days, allowing us to experience the countless 
masterpieces at a slower pace, less pushed by crowds. Today we 
will focus on 14th- and 15th-century art, specifically from the Early 
Renaissance to Botticelli. While in the area, we will briefly peek inside the 
grand Palazzo Vecchio (city hall) to explore its enormous art-filled halls. We 
then travel by private vans into the hills above Florence for a truly special 
experience: a private luncheon and guided tour at one of Tuscany’s most 
superb private villas. The house and gardens will be opened exclusively for 
Williams alumni. Before returning to Florence, stop in the beautiful Etruscan 
hill town of Fiesole, where we will visit Villa le Balze, site of Georgetown’s 
Renaissance studies campus, to see its precious gardens, again privately 
opened for our group. Upon return to the hotel, dinner is at leisure. 

Includes Breakfast and Lunch

SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2019 

A Final Morning of Beauty in Florence
Before returning to the Uffizi for a second visit, we find our way to the 
unique Palazzo Davanzati for a chance to understand the interiors of 
traditional Florentine palaces during the Renaissance. This “Museum of 
the Florentine House” is a great tool to understanding the contexts of 
many of the paintings and sculptures we have seen during the week. Back 
at the Uffizi, we focus on the High Renaissance and the Florentine 16th-
century—Leonardo, Michelangelo, Raphael, Bronzino, and the Mannerists 
are all exceptionally well represented. Ending just after midday, lunch 
and the afternoon are at leisure to allow travelers to shop, rest, or explore 
Florence at their own pace. Tonight, we return to Fiesole for a spectacular 
sunset dinner on a covered outdoor terrace watching the warm colors 
fade into the twinkling lights of Florence far below, all while enjoying an 
unforgettable Tuscan feast—a farewell evening to remember!  

Includes Breakfast and Dinner

MONDAY, MAY 6, 2019  

Return to the U.S.
Transfer independently to Florence Peretola Airport to meet your returning 
flights home.

Includes Breakfast

Photos (from top): Inside the dome of Siena’s Duomo, a detail of the Primavera by Botticelli at the Uffizi,  
and after sunset in Florence (Maëlick).



FROM GALLERIES TO GARDENS
THE BEST OF RENAISSANCE FLORENCE 

DATES: April 28 – May 6, 2019

TOUR COST: 
Land Package ..............................................................$5,395
Single Supplement .......................................................$1,495

*Tour price is per person based on double occupancy, with a minimum 
of 20 paying participants. Land prices are calculated as of November 
2017 and are subject to change. 

DEPOSIT & FINAL PAYMENT: A deposit of $1,000 per 
participant will be required to guarantee participation in 
the program. This may be paid by Visa or MasterCard. Final 
payment will be invoiced and is due on January 18, 2019 by 
check only.

AIR ARRANGEMENTS: International and U.S. domestic 
airfare are not included in the package cost. Participants are 
responsible for all aspects of their air arrangements, round-
trip into and out of Florence. 

INCLUSIONS: Hotel accommodations as listed in the 
itinerary, entrance fees to sites, and transportation by deluxe 
private motor coach as outlined in itinerary; breakfast daily, 
four (4) lunches, three (3) dinners, two (2) receptions, two 
(2) glasses of wine or beer at dinners; academic leadership 
of Molly Bourne; expert, local English-speaking guides for 
planned sightseeing; services of an ISDI Tour Manager; 
handling of two (2) pieces of luggage per person upon arrival 
and departure at the hotel; gratuities for guides and motor 
coach drivers; bottled water on private motor coach; taxes, 
services, and porterage fees. 

TOUR PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE: Airfare, airline taxes, 
and fuel surcharges; airport porterage; airport transfers; 
excursions, activities, or meals during traveler’s free time; 
personal items; personal services; travel extensions; personal 
insurance for health, baggage, and tour cancellation; passport 
fees; visa fees; gratuities for hotel housekeeping staff; any 
other items not specifically included in the itinerary. 

TRIP INSURANCE: We strongly recommend that you 
purchase trip cancellation insurance. In the event that 
you must cancel your participation in a travel program, 
trip cancellation insurance may be the only source of 
reimbursement. Trip cancellation insurance is available 
through Williams College and other providers for 
comprehensive coverage of such expenses in conjunction with 
cancellation due to illness or accident, and damaged or lost 
luggage. Williams will send you insurance information upon 
receipt of your reservation.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
International Seminar Design, Inc. (“ISDI”) and Williams 
College reserve the right to cancel any tour prior to departure 
for any reason including insufficient numbers of participants, 
as well as the right to decline to accept or retain any person 
as a member of the tour at any time. If bookings fall below 
the minimum required, passengers will be advised of potential 
additional costs or itinerary alterations before departure date. 

All cancellations must be received in writing by ISDI, and 
charges are calculated as of the day notification is received 
in writing by ISDI. If a tour member cancels, the following 
scale of charges is incurred: There is a non-refundable 
administrative fee of $500 per person. The costs associated 
with any tickets purchased for planned activities (as indicated 
in the itinerary) are non-refundable. Written cancellation 
received by ISDI on or before January 18, 2019: full 
refund minus $500 per person administrative fee. Written 
cancellation received by ISDI on or between January 19, 2019, 
and March 14, 2019: full refund of recoverable land costs, 
less $2,700 per person cancellation charge. Cancellations 
received on or after March 15, 2019: no refund. After the tour 
has commenced, it is not possible to issue any refunds. No 
refunds for any unused portion of the tour including, but not 
limited to, occasional missed meals or any missed sightseeing 
tours. Costs for promotion, staff, and other group expenses are 
not refundable. In the case of cancellation, substitutions are 
not acceptable. The tour cost is non-transferable. A package 
of cancellation, baggage, and medical insurance is strongly 
recommended.

International Seminar Design, Inc. (ISDI) acts only as an 
agent for the participant with respect to transportation, 
accommodations, and all other services relating to this tour. 
ISDI, the President and Trustees of Williams College, the 
Society of Alumni of Williams College, and/or their agents 
assume no responsibility or liability for any act, error or 
omission, or for any injury, loss, accident, delay or irregularity, 
which may be caused by any defect in any aircraft, ship, train, 
bus, or other carrier, or through neglect or default of any 
subcontractor or other third party, which may be used wholly 
or in part in the performance of their duty to the participants 
of the tour. 

FOR QUESTIONS OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Williams Alumni Travel Study
Tel: (413) 597-4011 
Email: alumni-travel@williams.edu

© 2017–18 INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR DESIGN, INC., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
CST 2072963-40, WST 603578109

Trip Information
Background photo: Duomo in Florence (Curt Smith).



Name (as listed on passport) Name (as listed on passport)

Address (billing, if using credit card)

City State Zip

Daytime Telephone  Cell Phone

E-mail Address | � please send mailings to my email to receive information more quickly   

__________ # of persons __________ Amount Enclosed   

LAND PACKAGE DEPOSIT ($1,000 PER PERSON): 

�  Visa   �  MasterCard

Card Number Exp. (mm/yy)

Name (as it appears on credit card) Billing Zip Code (if different from above)

ROOMING OPTIONS: (please select)
�  Double Occupancy; I will share a room with __________________________________________________________________
�  Single Supplement ($1,495)  
�  I would like a roommate but will pay the price of the single supplement if one cannot be found.

EACH PARTICIPANT MUST SIGN (registration invalid without signature)

The undersigned has read the tour itinerary and recognizes and accepts any risks therein. The undersigned also understands and hereby agrees for 
and on behalf of his/her dependents, heirs, executors, administrators and assigns to abide by the conditions set forth in the terms and conditions 
listed in this brochure and to release and hold harmless Williams College Alumni, International Seminar Design, Inc. (ISDI) and any of their 
officers, trustees, agents, licenses, or representatives from any and all liability for delays, injuries, or death or for the loss of and/or damage to his/
her property however occurring during any portion of, or in relation to, this tour.

Signature Participant 1 / Date Signature Participant 2 / Date   

COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM TO:

Williams Alumni Travel Study
75 Park Street, Williamstown, MA 01267
(413) 597-4011 | alumni-travel@williams.edu

For Questions: Call (413) 597-4011

Enclosed is my credit card information for a deposit in the amount of $1,000 per person.

From Galleries to Gardens  
The Best of Renaissance Florence

April 28 – May 6, 2019


